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POSITION 

 

Class of 1962 Professor of History 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Tufts University, Medford, MA 

September 2000: Ph.D. in History 

 

1995-1997: MA in History 

  

New York University, New York, NY 

1994-1996: MA in Print Journalism  

  

The College of Wooster, Wooster, OH 

1991-1994: BA in History and Religious Studies 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 

William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA 

August 2015-Present: Professor, Department of History 

Fall 2016: Director, Washington DC Program 

August 2007-August 2015: Associate Professor, Department of History 

July 2013-July 2014: Co-Director, Program in Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 

August 2001-August 2007: Assistant Professor, Department of History 

 

University of South Alabama, Mobile, AL 

August 2000-August 2001: Assistant Professor, Department of History 

                 

Yale University, New Haven, CT 

January 2000-May 2000: Visiting Lecturer, Department of History and the Yale Center  

for International and Area Studies          

  

HONORS, PRIZES, AND AWARDS 

 

Class of 1962 Eminent Professorship, 2020-2025 

James Pinckney Harrison Endowed Professorship, 2016-2019 

Honorable Mention, Ananda Kentish Coomaraswamy Book Prize in South Asian Studies, Association for 

 Asian Studies, 2016 

Plumeri Award for Faculty Excellence, William & Mary, 2014  

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award, Tufts University, 2000 

Phi Beta Kappa, The College of Wooster, 1994 
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FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS 

 

External 

¶ Visiting Fellowship, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla, India, July 2015 

¶ American Institute of Indian Studies Senior Research Fellowship (Funded by the NEH), 2014-15 

¶ Kluge Fellowship, The John W. Kluge Center, Library of Congress, 2008 

¶ National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, 2005-2006 

¶ American Institute of Indian Studies Junior Research Fellowship, 1997-1998 

¶ 
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Participant, Workshop on “The Politics of Knowledge in South Asia,” Institute of Public Knowledge, 

 New York University, New York, March 6, 2009. 

Panelist, Webcast on Kashmir, Worldfocus Radio, December 8, 2008. 

 

Invited scholarly papers and talks: 

“Sheikh Abdullah in Context,” Jigyasa Talk, Institute of Public Administration, Jaipur, India, July 2024. 

“The Challenges of Writing a Life History,” Center for South Asian and Indian Ocean Studies, Tufts  

University, Medford, MA, April 2024. 

“Sheikh Abdullah: Life and Politics,” Book Adda, Saxena Center for Contemporary South Asia, Brown  

University, Providence, RI, April 2024. 

Panelist, “Academics & Faith,” Williamsburg Unitarian Universalists, Williamsburg, VA, April 2024. 

“Narrating a Life: The Caged Lion,” Readings in the Reves Room, Reves Center for International Studies,  

William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA, March 2024. 

Sheikh Abdullah: The Caged Lion of Kashmir, Book Launch and Discussion with Aditya Sinha,  

journalist, Oxford Bookstore, Delhi, January 2024. 

Organizer: Reflections on Kashmir: A Retreat on Kashmir Scholarship, Neev Academy, Bengaluru, India,  

July 2023. 

“Sheikh Abdullah and the Making of Modern India,” Neev Academy, Bengaluru, India, July 2023. 

Discussant: Panel—Challenges of Research on/in Kashmir, Neev Academy, Bengaluru, India, July 2023. 

“Center-Region Relations in the cases of Jammu & Kashmir and the Northeast,” Harvard-Tufts  

Conference on the 75th Anniversary of Indian Independence and Partition, Cambridge, MA, 

October 2022.   

“Narrating the (hi)story of Kashmir,” Karwaan: The Heritage Exploration Initiative Lecture, June 2022. 

“Understanding Kashmir: From Contestation to Belonging,” Ryerson University, Toronto, Canada,  

March 2021. 

Roundtable on Kashmir, University of Nottingham Asia Research Institute, United Kingdom, November  

2020. 

“Trajectories of Indian Nationalism,” Leiden University, Department of History, Leiden, Netherlands,  

February 2020.  

“The Intertwined Lives of Kashmiri and Indian Nationalisms,” University of Virginia, Charlottesville,  

VA, December 2019. 

“Kashmir: History and Politics,” World Affairs Council, Richmond, VA, September 2019.
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“Illiberal Democracy in South Asia,” Seminar on Illiberalism in South Asia and Europe, The College of 

 William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, April 2016.  

“History as Power,” TEDx Talks, The College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, April 2016. 

“Redefining Study Abroad/Away,” Teaching Project Workshop, The College of William and Mary, 

 Williamsburg, VA, March 2016. 

“Writing the History of a Conflict Zone,” INRL 300 Lecture, The College of William and Mary, 

 Williamsburg, VA, February 2016. 

“Choice, Agency, and the Challenge of Indian Feminism,” Vox Club, The College of William and Mary, 

 Williamsburg, VA, November 2015. 

“Narrating Paradise on Earth: Place-Making and History-Writing in Kashmir,” Indian Institute for  

 Advanced Study, Shimla, India, July 2015. 

“New Directions in South Asian Historiography,” Department of Political Science, Kashmir University, 

 Kashmir, India, May 2015. 

“Defining Place and History: Fabulous Geographies and Sacred Pasts in Kashmir’s Historical Tradition,”  

 in “Cultures, Traditions, and Contemporary Life” lecture series at the Nehru Memorial Museum 

 and Library, Delhi, India, April 2015. 

“Narrating the Past in Kashmir: Place, Genealogy, and Tradition,” Centre for Historical Studies, 

 Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi, India, April 2015. 

“Historical Writing and South Asian Historiography,” Humanities and Social Sciences Department, 

 Lahore University of Management Sciences, Lahore, Pakistan, April 2015.  

“Rajatarangini and the Making of Kashmir’s Long Historical Tradition,” Conference on “Exploring 

 Historical Traditions in India,” Department of History, Assam University, Silchar, India, 

 February 2015. 

“Regimes of History and Historicity in Pre-Modern and Modern South Asia,” Department of History, 

 Jammu University, India, November 2014. 

“Remembering and Forgetting: The Politics of the Past in Kashmir’s Nineteenth-Century 

 Historiographical Tradition,” Department of Political Science, Kashmir University, Srinagar, 

 India, November 2014. 

“Defining South Asia and Kashmir’s Place within It,” Institute of Kashmir and South Asian Studies, 

 Kashmir University, India, October 2014. 

“‘A Garden of Perpetual Spring’: Auspicious Landscapes and Sacred Pasts in Kashmir’s Historical 

 Tradition,” Centre for the Study of Comparative Religions and Civilizations,  

 Jamia Millia Islamia University, Delhi, India, September 2014.  

“Paradise on Earth: Territory, Identity, and History-Writing in Kashmir,” Museum Lecture Series, 

 Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey, June 2014. 

“The Past and Present of History-Writing in Kashmir,” Comparative Muslim Societies and South Asia 

 Program Lecture Series, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, April 2014. 

Discussant, “The State in New Histories of the Himalaya—Part I,” The Association for Asian Studies 

 Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, March 2014.  

“‘Each Night Put Kashmir in Your Dreams’: Nilima Sheikh’s Kashmir Paintings,” The Art Institute of 

 Chicago, Chicago, IL, March 2014.  

“Balancing the Past and the Present in Historical Writing,” Historian’s Craft Lecture Series, Department 

 of History, The College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA, November 2013. 
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“Fashioning Kashmir: Belonging and Territoriality in the Kashmiri Narrative Tradition,” Conference on 

 Kashmir: A Way Forward, University of North Texas, Denton, TX, April 2012. 

“Space and Place in the Kashmiri Historical Imagination,” History Department Seminar, University of 

 Delhi, Delhi, India, March 2012. 

“Commemorating Kashmir: History and Memory in the Kashmiri Storytelling Tradition,” Jesus and Mary  

 College Guest Lecture, Delhi, India, March 2012. 

“Contested Landscapes of Kashmir’s Past,” Conference on Brave New World: The Gendered Political 

 Economy of Terrorism and Fundamentalism, St. Stephen’s College, Delhi, India, March 2012.   

“The Past as Story: Historical Memory and the Storytelling Tradition in Kashmir,” Dhar India Studies 

 Lecture, University of Indiana, Bloomington, November 2011.  

“Individual and Region in the Eighteenth-Century Kashmiri Tarikh Tradition,” Seminar Series, Institute 

 for Kashmir Studies, Kashmir University, Srinagar, India, July 2011. 

“Kashmir as Literary Paradise: Region as Sacred Space in the Kashmiri Historical Imagination,” Keynote 

 Speaker, Symposium on Jammu and Kashmir: Boundaries and Movements, University of 

 Munich, Germany, June 2011. 

“Garden of Solomon: The Idea of Kashmir in the Kashmiri Historical Tradition,” Workshop on Another 

 Kashmir: Beyond the Security Paradigm, University of Texas, Austin, TX, April 2011. 

“Of Water Born: Landscape and History in Kashmiri Hagiographical Narratives,” Conference on 

 Remapping South Asia: Space, Time, Methods, Tufts University, Medford, MA, December 2010. 

“Teaching South Asia at William and Mary,” Parents’ Weekend Lecture, The College of William and 

 Mary, Williamsburg, 





  Zutshi 

 9 

“Reform, Revival, and Resistance: Religion as Contested Site in the Kashmir Valley,” American 

 Historical Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, January 2001. 





  Zutshi 

 11 

 

 

Administrative 

Selection Panel, Fellowship Programs at Independent Research Institutions, National Endowment for the  

Humanities, December 2023. 

Board of Trustees, The American Institute of Indian Studies, 2018-2021 

Institutional Delegate, The American Institute of Indian Studies, 2017-Present  

Chair, External Review Committee, History Department, Connecticut College, Fall 2017 

Board Member, Association for Asian Studies (Chair, South Asia Council), 2017-2018 

Member, South Asia Council, Association for Asian Studies, 2015-2017 

Member, Executive Committee, Society for the Advancement of the History of South Asia (SAHSA), 

 American Historical Association, 2008-2012. 

Member, John F. Richards Prize in South Asian History Fundraising Committee (AHA book prize), 

 SAHSA, 2009-2010. 

Member, Ad Hoc Working Group on South Asia, Institute of Public Knowledge, New York University, 

 2009-2010. 

 

Peer Reviews (articles, books, proposals) 

 

--Over 60 article manuscripts for a variety of journals 

--Over 30 book manuscripts for a variety of presses 

--Over 20 book proposals for a variety of presses 

 

Tenure and Promotion Reviews 

 

--Over 12 tenure and promotion reviews 

--Over 7 promotion reviews 

 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 

 

American Historical Association 

Association for Asian Studies 

South Asian Studies Association of Australia 

 

REFERENCES 

Mrinalini Sinha, Professor of History, University of Michigan, sinha@umich.edu 

Ramachandra Guha, Historian and Biographer, ramguha@gmail.com 

Mahesh Rangarajan, Professor of History, Ashoka University, rangarajan.mahesh@gmail.com 

 

 


