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0. BIOGRAPHICAL SYNOPSIS  
Dr. Anne K. Rasmussen is a professor and musician whose teaching, scholarship, performance, and 
service consistently exemplify personal commitment and professional excellence. As an 
ethnomusicologist, she dedicates her career to the study of music of the world’s peoples. She works with 
students of all levels: hundreds of undergraduates in the ethnomusicology curriculum that she developed 
and nurtures; honors and research undergraduate advisees; students in her innovative experiential learning 
programs in Oman or Washington D.C.; and graduate students and junior colleagues in the US and abroad 
who benefit from her mentorship. Not to be forgotten are the audiences who have experienced the 
performances she gives as a solo artist and with the William & Mary Middle Eastern Music Ensemble.  
 

Rasmussen’s international reputation as a scholar is built upon the quality and extensive range of her 
research. Her publications encompass music of the Middle East, Islamic world, Southeast Asia, Arab 
Anmerica, and music and community in a multicultural United States. Recipient of two Fulbright 
Fellowships for research in Indonesia, and a Sultan Qaboos Cultural Center Fellowship for research in 
Oman, and a Fellowship from the American Council of Learned Societies for her current book project, 
under contract with the University of California Press, her award-winning publications include more than 
25 peer-reviewed articles and chapters, and four books with a fifth in process. She is in high demand with 
over 150 speaking invitations documented and is an active participant in international conferences and 
colloquia. 
 

Dr. Rasmussen’s efforts to internationalize and diversify the university and its community have been 
transformative for W&M. She has been consistently recognized for her outstanding accomplishments in 
teaching, research, and leadership. She holds a named professorship, the William and Annie Bickers 
Professor of Middle Eastern Studies (since 2014), received the Plumeri Award for Faculty Excellence 
(2014), was selected to deliver the Tack Faculty Lecture (2018), and was initiated into the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society, Alpha Chapter of Virginia (2013) then subsequently elected as its highest presiding officer 
(2017). Rasmussen’s resolute commitment to the success of W&M is evident in her record of governance. 
She served as Chair of her Department, Co-Director of the Asian Studies Initiative, Director of Middle 
East Studies, and Program Director for AMES: Asian and Middle East Studies. She has served on nearly 
all of her Department’s and Program’s committees and has taken a role in campus leadership through, for 
example, service on the Faculty Affairs Committee, the Provost’s Dean Search Committee, and the 
campus-wide Retention, Promotion, and Tenure Committee or co-Chairing the Arts Quarter Working 
Group, which she helped to envision and initiate in 2022. Whether through initiatives in experiential 
learning or coaching her students in the construction of a website or a podcast, she is a recognized leader 
in teaching and learning innovation. With her colleague in Geology, she is co-director one of W&M’s 
most innovative study abroad programs, affectionately nicknamed “Rock, Music, Oman.” Notably, 
Professor Rasmussen was the second W&M faculty to teach at the W&M Washington Center and has 
returned to our DC campus twice more to 
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1. POSITION   
 Professor of Music and Ethnomusicology 
 William M. and Annie B. Bickers Professor of Middle Eastern Studies  
 Director, William & Mary Middle Eastern Music Ensemble (est. 1994) 
 (Assistant Professor 1993; Tenure awarded December 1998; Promoted to Full Professor 2012) 
 
Administrative Positions at William & Mary 
January 2022 Faculty Director, William & Mary Washington DC Center: “Washington and the Arts” 
2019-2022  Program Director and Faculty: AMES ~ Program in Asian and Middle Eastern Studies  
Spring 2019 Faculty Director, William & Mary Washington DC Center: “Washington and the Arts” 
2017-2020 Vice President, Phi Beta Kappa, Alpha Chapter of Virginia (highest campus officer) 
2011-2014 Chair, Department of Music 
2006-2010  Chair, William & Mary Middle East Studies Faculty  
2009-2010 Co-Director, William & Mary Asian Studies Initiative  
Spring 2007 Faculty Director, William & Mary Washington DC Center: “Washington and the Arts”  
 
Recent Administrative Service to the Profession 
2021- - - Board member: AIFIS American Institute for Indonesian Studies 
2012 - - -  Editorial Board Member: University of Rochester Press, Series in Ethnomusicology, 

Ellen Koskoff, Damascus Kafumbe, General Editors 
2014-2018 President, Society for Ethnomusicology President-elect: 1 year; President: 2 years, Past-

President: 1 year; Member, Board of Trustees, American Folklife Center, Library of 
Congress; Delegate, American Council of Learned Societies 

 
Previous Teaching Positions 
1/1992-1993 Visiting Lecturer, University of Texas at Austin: Department of Music, Center for Near 

Eastern Studies; Director, University of Texas Middle Eastern Music Ensemble  
1990-1991 Visiting Assistant Professor, Oberlin College; Director, Oberlin Middle East Ensemble  

 

http://www.ethnomusicology.org/
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https://stli.wm.edu/2021/03/10/develop-a-website-for-your-teaching-research/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXA7XqbX_Gc
http://www.ethnomusicology.org/
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https://iupress.org/9780253057532/music-in-arabia/
https://mizanstore.com/merayakan_islam_dengan_irama_65836
http://www.upress.state.ms.us/books/1838
http://www.atmuse.org/
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/divine-inspirations-9780195385427?cc=ie&lang=en&
http://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520255494
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https://global.oup.com/academic/product/divine-inspirations-9780195385427?cc=ie&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/divine-inspirations-9780195385427?cc=ie&lang=en&
http://www.journaltheworldofmusic.com/planned.html#Sharing
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2015  Guest blog post for Smithsonian Folkways Recordings on Music of the Arabian Gulf, a re-release 
of UNESCO’s recordings 1. Yemen: Traditional Music of the North, and 2. Oman: Arabian Weddings. 
https://folkways.si.edu/news-and-press/unesco-collection-week-39-music-from-the-arabian-gulf 
 
2013 Recording Review: When the Rivers Met …. Middle Eastern Music, A. J. Racy; Western 
Orchestral Music, James Peterson. Lyrichord LYRCH 7459. In Ethnomusicology 

http://www.indiana.edu/~jofr/review.php?id=176
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1994 Recording Review: Sounds of the World. Music of the Middle East: Arab 
Persian/Iranian, and Turkish Traditions in the United States. Three cassettes with a study guide 
by Sally Monsour assisted by Pamela Dorn, 1990. Music Educators National Conference 
(MENC). Ethnomusicology 38/2 Pp. 380-383.  
 
1992 Recording Reviews: Azerbaidjan: musique et chants des ashiq. Archives Internationales 
de Musique Populaire, Geneva, Switzerland, 1990. VDE DC 613. AND Azerbayjan: Musique 
Traditionnelle. Le Chant du Monde, LDX 274 901, 1989. Ethnomusicology 36/2 Pp. 273-78. 
 
1990 “Echology is Out!” Pacific Review of Ethnomusicology 4, Pp. 105-107. 
 
5D. Publication Projects in Press  
Under contract with University of California Press: Monsoon Melodies: Listening to Muslim 
Indonesia in an Indian Ocean World. An open-access media rich book on the UC Press Luminos 
Platform. 
 
In Press.  “Tarab in the Grooves: Reconsidering a Transitional Moment in the Arab American Arts 
Economy.” In Tarab: Music, Ecstasy, Emotion and Performance a volume in honor of Professor A.J. 
Racy. Michael Frishkopf, Dwight Reynolds, and Scott Marcus, Eds. University of Texas Press. 
 
5E. In Development:  
Professional Website for teaching, research, and public outreach in development. This project is an 
outgrowth of my work as a 2020-21 W&M Fellow for STILI, the Studio for Teaching and Learning 
Innovation. See also: https://stli.wm.edu/2021/03/10/develop-a-website-for-your-

#

https://stli.wm.edu/2021/03/10/develop-a-website-for-your-teaching-research/
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*3/23/22 “Monsoon Music: The Soundscape of Indonesian Islam in an Indian Ocean World” Center for 
Religious and Cross-

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoGrmkNJgX21x6fvCOZXSreWQCXadzaHv
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Spirituality, and Temperance in the Arabian Gulf and Southeast Asia” for Sounding the Indian Ocean: 
Musical Circulations in the Afro-Asiatic Seascape, University of Pennsylvania. 
  
10/27/18 “The Musical Legacy of Lebanese (and Arab) Americans: Immigrant Arts Economies and the 
Music of Multicultural America,” for Symposium on the Lebanese Legacy of Georgetown County, South 
Carolina. Georgetown County Library.  
 
10/25/18 Performance for the College of Charleston, South Carolina. Aesthetics Workshop, with Aicha 
Redouane and Habib Yammine. Host Professor Jonathan Neufeld, Department of Philosophy, and 
Michael O’Brien, Department of Music. With visit to the class of Michael O’Brien 10/26/18.  
 
10/24/18 Musicology Speaker Series, North Carolina State University. “Women Out Loud: The Gendered 
Landscape of Islamic Performance.” With a class visit for Profs. Alison Arnold and Jonathan Kramer.  
 
10/16/18 “Global Tipping Points: The Music and Culture of Oman – Biodiversity and the Indian Ocean 
Soundscape.” World Affairs Councils of America in Manchester, New Hampshire. With class visits and 
presentations/workshops/interviews at Hillside Middle School, Concord High School, Dartmouth 
College, and Manchester Radio Station 107.7 The Pulse. 
 
10/9/18 14!" William & Mary Tack Faculty Lecture. “Women Out Loud: The Gendered Landscape of 
Islamic Performance” with a prelude of relevant music by the W&M Middle Eastern Music Ensemble. 
 
9/29/18 “Music and the Omani Arts Economy” World Affairs Councils of America in Dallas, Texas at the 
Dallas Art Museum. 
 
8/4/18 Panelist, “Finding your Voice: Hosting Conversations on Free Expression, Chair, Fred Lawrence, 
PBK National Secretary and CEO. Triennial Council of the National Phi Beta Kappa Honors Society, 
August 2-4, Boston, Massachusetts.  
 
*6/15/18 University of Amsterdam, Department of Musicology, “Colloquium: Current research in 
Indonesia and the Islamicate World”  
 
2/21/18 Sultan Qaboos Cultural Center, Washington, DC “Music and the Omani Arts Economy.” 
 
2/21/18 Foreign Service Institute, U.S. Department of State Arlington, VA: 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnsVUd2PyaI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3cIypDkqm4
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William & Mary (November 16). 
 
11/16 Introductory Comments, Society for Ethnomusicology Pre-Conference on Public Ethnomusicology, 
Library of Congress, Washington D.C. November 9, 2016. 
 
*10/16 Cape Breton University, Nova Scotia, Canada, 5th International Symposium of the International 
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3/16/11 Charlottesville, VA: Virginia Festival of the Book. Invited as notable new author and to speak on 
the panel “Muslim Women: Perceptions and Self-Perceptions.” 
 
3/14/11 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada: Department of Music Speaker Series. “Performing 
Arts and the Worlds of Islam: Synergy and Disconnect in the Indian Ocean Trade Winds.” 
 
*1/24/11 The American International School, Muscat, Oman: 8th Annual Festival of Choirs (with 
participants from international schools in Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Tunisia, and the United Arab Emirates. 
Invited educator, presentation title: “The Aesthetics of Arab Singing.” 
 
 1/21/11 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI: Southeast Asian Studies Lecture Series. “Language as 
Power, Performance as Intention: Women’s Islam in Indonesia.”  
 
1/20/11 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI: Consortium of Graduate Students in Middle East 
Studies. Workshop on the process of research and writing my book: Women, the Recited Qur’an and 
Islamic Music in Indonesia. 
 
7. PAPERS PRESENTED AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS -- Past 10 years only: 2011-2021
 (selection by peer review) *indicates international venue. 
12/2/22, Middle East Studies Association (MESA) Denver, CO. Invited panel chair, discussant, and 
presenter, organized by Elizabeth Saylor and Youssef El-Berrichi: Teaching Language with Music and 
Music with Language: Pedagogical Innovations in Ethnomusicology and Arabic Language Instruction. 
Paper presented, “Singing in Arabic: Experience, Enlightenment, Embodiment, Empowerment” as a part 
of the organized panel.  
 
11/11/22, Society for Ethnomusicology (SEM) New Orleans, LA. Invited chair, roundtable organized by 
Yuiko Asaba and Amane Kasai: Rethinking Maritime Histories of Popular Music. 

 
*7/22/22 International Council for the Study of Traditional Music (ICTM) Lisbon, Portugal. Paper 
presented, “The Day the Sultan Died and Musical Patronage in Oman” part of the Plenary Roundtable 
organized by Virginia Danielson, July 22, 2023: Music and Mobility in the Worlds of the Arabian Gulf. 
Also panel chair, July 26, 2023. 

https://pandhum-conf.uinjkt.ac.id/
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11/7/19 
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*7/22/15 “Negotiating the Personal and Professional: Ethnomusicologists and Uncomfortable Truths,” 
roundtable with Rebecca S. Miller, Svanibor Pettan, Margaret Sarkissian. The International Council for 
Traditional Music World Conference, Astana, Kazakhstan. 
 
*7/21/15 “Women, the Recited Qur’an, and Radical Feminism,” part of a roundtable “Theorizing Gender 
in Ethnomusicology” convened by Barbara Hampton, The International Council for Traditional Music 
World Conference, Astana, Kazakhstan. 
 
11/12/14 “Arab Music and Transnational Labor: One Hundred Years in an Arts Economy.” Society for 
Ethnomusicology Pre-Conference on “Music and Labor.” University of Pittsburgh, PA. 
 
*715/13 “Cultural Symbiosis and Musical Mutualism: Trans-regional Arab Music Production, the Iraqi 

/as/music/ensembles/meme/
/as/music/ensembles/meme/
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https://youtu.be/Mfg-6yo9z4o
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*10/16 Shanghai Conservatory of Music, formal concert: “Music and Song from the Arab World: 
Migrations of Text and Tune,” performance on ‘ud, riqq, and vocals with Scott Marcus (Professor, 
University of California, Santa Barbara) on nay and ‘ud. October 21. 
    
*10/16 Shanghai Conservatory of Music, workshop on “Arab Music Performance Practice,” with Scott 
Marcus, and AJ Racy, Professor, (University of California, Los Angeles). October 22.  
 
*10/16 Cape Breton University, Sydney Nova Scotia, Canada. Performance on ‘ud, riqq, and vocals with 

https://camws.org/112thmeetingwilliamsburg
http://www.pvcc.edu/fine-arts-and-performance/show/william-mary-middle-eastern-music-ensemble


 

99" #$%$"&'()*((+,-".*//01*2*)"304'+"5"61478+/"9:9;"
"

 
4/18/12 Formal concert with five guest artists from the Sultanate of Oman, Ewell Recital Hall, W&M.  
 
3/30/12 Gala Performance with guest artists from Morocco, Nasreddine Chaabane and Amina Bensaad, 
Williamsburg VA, Library Theater. 
 
10/3/11 Full-length concert of Al Hawanim (Anne Rasmussen, Anne Elise Thomas, Bridget Robbins, 
Maryam Eli, Elizabeth Ayyoub), Landmark Theater, Blacksburg, VA 
 
*2/25/11 Featured ‘ud soloist for the choral piece “Talou,” arranged by Dr. John Perkins of Sharjah 
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& Mary Middle Eastern Music Ensemble. 
 
7/12 Continuing fieldwork conducted in Muscat and in the southernmost province of Dhofar (on the 
Yemeni border), Sultanate of Oman; 3.5 weeks.  
 
November 26-December 16, 2010; February 3-March 1, 2011; June 15-July 30, 2011 
Ethnographic fieldwork in the Sultanate of Oman, Arabian Gulf. The first trip was planned around the 
events for National Day and the celebration of the 40!" Anniversary of the modern nation. The second trip 
coincided with the month-long Muscat Festival in the capital city of Muscat. 
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http://www.wm.edu/offices/revescenter/publications/worldminded/spring-2016/rock-music-oman.php
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Student Advisees (who have pursued advanced degrees in ethnomusicology or related disciplines)  
Anne Elise Thomas 1996 (Brown University, Ph.D) 
Sunni Fass 1997 (Indiana University, Ph.D) 
Diana Lantz 1998 (University of California, Santa Barbara, Linguistics, Ph.D)  
Caroline Diessel 1998 (New York University, Anthropology) 
Tess Slominski 1995 (University of Limerick, Ireland, MA; New York University Ph.D.) 
Oliver Shao 2001 (School of Oriental and African Studies, MA; Indiana University Ph.D),  
Deborah Justice 2002 (Wesleyan University, MA; Indiana University, Ph.D.)  
Lillie Gordon 2002 (University of California, Santa Barbara, Ph.D), 
Heather Sagar 2002 (University of Texas, MA)  
Laura Smith 2006 (post-undergraduate Fulbright Scholar in Spain 2007-08; Georgetown University, MA 
Arts Management)  
Nancy Marsden 2007 (University of Hawai’i, MA),  
Chandler Moore 2006 (Tulane University) 
Megan Banner Sutherland 2010 (Memorial University, MA)  
Tiffany Schoneboom 2012 (Indiana University MA) 
Fiona Balestrieri 2012 (SOAS Linguistics MA; UVA Ph.D.) 
Harrison Feiner 2019 (California Institute of Arts; MA) 
Brandon Mullins 2000 (accepted, deferred - University of North Carolina Chapel Hill MA/Ph.D) 
 
11. PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: Manuscript review, evaluation of colleagues for tenure and 
promotion, editorships, consulting, other service, public humanities activity 
Spring 2023 
 Invited guest editor, Yale Journal of Music and Religion: YJMR Vol. 9, no. 2: “Sacred Recitation 

and Ritual in Digital Worlds.” 
Spring 2023 Manuscript review for The Journal of Islamic and Muslim Studies; also for Studia Islamika 
Fall 2022  Promotion review, Tufts University 
Spring/Summer 2022 
 Manuscript review for Indonesia and Music and Politics 
 Project review, Smithsonian Folkways Recordings 
 Grant proposal review, Israeli Science Foundation 
 Dissertation evaluation, University of Haifa 
 Promotion evaluation, Tufts University 
Spring 2022. Panelist for Georgetown University workshop for faculty member, Jessica Roda. Invited as 

part of a panel of specialists to read and offer comments on her completed draft for Beyond the 
Sheytl: Women, Performances, and the Reshaping of Orthodoxy in the Digital Age. May 6, 2022. 

Spring 2022. External invited member of the search committee for a senior ethnomusicologist at the 
University of the Sorbonne, Paris France. First review of candidates, virtual. Interviews and 
evaluation in Paris May 11, 2022.  

Spring/Summer 2020  Consultant for Exhibition of Early Arab American Culture -- 
https://www.turath2020.org/music. This Exhibition of Early Arab American Culture was curated 
by Dr. Akram Khater, Khayrallah Center for Lebanese Diaspora Studies at North Carolina State 
University. This virtual exhibit includes materials from and interviews with me about my research 
on Arab American music and community. 

9/20/20 BBC Reporter Sophia Smith-Galer produced an excellent program on Female Reciters of the 
Qur’an to which I contributed my research on female reciters in Indonesia. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct0x63  

#

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.turath2020.org%2Fmusic&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEnyHVXb5Yy8RuaNqB3pcZpQ9URhw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct0x63
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https://sites.google.com/view/semsoundstudies/soundingboard03/demonstration-in-solo. 
12/20 William & Mary Washington Center 20th Anniversary - https://youtu.be/Lh1e7riYVq4 

The W&M Washington Center interviewed DC Center's first two semester professors. 
2020 Promotion review, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 
9/19 Interviewed for Radio Lab, “Dolly Parton’s America” https://radiolab.org/episodes/radiolab-

presents-dolly-partons-america. 
2019 Manuscript review Yale Journal of Music and Religion, Ethnomusicology, International Journal 

of Middle East Studies. 
2019 Promotion reviews, Swarthmore, College of Charleston, Michigan State University. 
2019 Manuscript review American Music, Yale Journal of Music and Religion. 
2019 Chair, Society for Ethnomusicology, Board of Directors Nominating Committee. 
2018  Chair, Merriam (book) Prize Committee, Society for Ethnomusicology. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fview%2Fsemsoundstudies%2Fsoundingboard03%2Fdemonstration-in-solo&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFta5h7sgWNlMp0_CmciYm8A2G_qg
https://youtu.be/Lh1e7riYVq4
https://radiolab.org/episodes/radiolab-presents-dolly-partons-america
https://radiolab.org/episodes/radiolab-presents-dolly-partons-america
http://www.intellectbooks.co.uk/journals/view-Journal,id=209/view,page=3/
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Chair, Middle East Studies Faculty, 2006-10. (Invited John Eisele to co-chair MEFAC during the final 
year). Responsibilities include administering $30-35,000 annual budget from the Critchfield Endowment 
and producing many of the events associated with this fund; advising 10-20 Middle East Studies majors; 
responding to all calls from Global Studies including an outside review and graduation for International 
Relations/Global Studies Students; initiating and planning the first Critchfield Conference in Middle East 
Studies, held Spring 2009 (and held for the second time Spring 2011); negotiating convoluted lines of 
communication between the Director of the Reves Center for International Studies, the Dean of College 
of Arts and Sciences, Global Studies and Individual Faculty, and preparing a detailed annual report.  
   
Service as programmer and presenter to the wider college community, ongoing. Ambitious and 
enthusiastic organizer of lectures, concerts, and other events with a global and community focus, open to 
the public and featuring an array of guest scholars and artists to the College of William & Mary. Events 
organized for four (almost) consecutive years of celebration/commemoration: 2018 - One Hundred Years 
of Women at W&M; 2019 - Fifty Years of African Americans in Residence at W&M; 2021- The Asian 
Centennial; 2022 – The 300th Anniversary of the Brafferton Indian School. 
 
Past service on: College-Wide Writing Committee; Faculty Affairs Committee, Advisor to the Dean, Arts 
and Sciences; Committee on Degrees; Chair, Music Department Personnel Committee; Chair Search 
Committee for Assistant Professor Ethnomusicologist; Search Committee of Assistant Professor, 
Ethnomusicology; Chair, Search Committee for Assistant Professor, Director of Bands; Committee to 
evaluate Mark Constantine, Dean of Student Affairs; Chair, Search Committee for Music Theorist; 
Member, Search Committee for Americanist Musicologist; Chair, Search Committee for Americanist 
Musicologist, W&M Concert Committee; frequent Chair and Member Ewell Concert Committee; 
Member, Artist in Residence Committee. International Studies Committee (two three-year terms); Faculty 
Research Committee (three-year term beginning 2001); Chair and Member Middle East Studies Faculty 
(MEFAC), now Asian and Middle Eastern Studies (AMES); Student Affairs Committee; Women's 
Studies Curriculum Committee; Reves Center for International Studies, Admissions Committee, Involved 
yearly in evaluations and reviews of faculty and staff colleagues through various Merit Committees  
 
12A. ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 
3/21-present Board of Directors for AIFIS: American Institute for Indonesian Studies. 
2/23-present Board of Directors for Maine Jazz Camp 
 
Society for Ethnomusicology 
President Society for Ethnomusicology (2,000 +/- 

http://www.ethnomusicology.org/



