
Thank you, David.  I have to say, when David asked me to give this speech, my first 
reaction, once the panic cleared, was what am I going to say?  After all, I’ve done the 
math, many of you have already sat through 3700 minutes of me lecturing, what 
more could I say in another 8?  Particularly without my colorful ball point pens and 
overhead projector to back me up.  But, just like in that last minute of class when 
you are all packing up your stuff, eager to get on to your next class, it occurred to me 
I do have a few more things to say… 
 
Before I get to that, I’d first like to introduce myself to the parents, families and 



 
Of course, many physicists choose to go on to advanced degrees.  Over half of this 
class is going on to pursue a PhD, and they’re going to places like UCLA, Michigan 
State, Dartmouth, UVA, Washington, Rice, Princeton, and Harvard.  I know from 
trying to make small talk, college football isn’t very popular with this group.  A few 
of you are going to have to learn to tolerate it, though.  Not even Steven Weinburg 
has guaranteed campus parking on Texas Game Days.  You will think your research 
is the highest priority everyday, but the tow truck guy probably won’t see it your 
way.   
 
To those of you who haven’t yet figured out your dream job, or to those of you who 
might discover your dreams have changed:  It may seem that you learned a lot of 
specific facts and formulas during your time in physics, but you will find that 
somewhere along the way, you also developed a flexible and creative mind.  Don’t be 
afraid to go in a different direction.  You may need to invest a lot of hard work to 
start fresh, but you



Cambridge.  On that day everyone was treated to a phenomenon even more rare 
than the transit of Venus: Marc Sher in a suit.   
 
As physicists, we answer fundamental questions about how our universe works, and 
we are indispensable to humanity.  That sounds like hyperbole, but if you look 
through the program at the titles of the senior research projects, you can see your 
kids are already tackling important humanitarian issues.  From studying diagnostic 
techniques for apnea in premature babies, to studying water filtration techniques 
suitable for developing countries, to investigating algae for new fuel sources.  Others 
of the titles are more difficult to decipher, but behind the jargon and technical terms 
are 511 pages of the beginnings of answers to questions on the cutting edge of 
science.  Many of these projects are, at their core, aimed at understating the 
symmetries of nature and how the smallest pieces of matter behave, or 
understanding the interactions of light and atoms, or atoms and atoms.  Some of 
these projects have immediate effect, like improving an algorithm that scientists 
world wide use in spectral analysis.   Others have medium term applications like 
making ultra precise clocks, fabricating unique materials, developing quantum 
computing, improving navigation or information storage.  Some of these projects 
may not have currently apparent applications, but could be the seeds to enabling 
revolutionary technologies.  Your talents are an essential part of our increasingly 
technical society, and you shouldn’t be shy about letting others know about your 
enthusiasm, nor about encouraging the next generation of scientists. 
 
At any rate, I’m sure I am coming to the end of my 3708th minute in front of you.  So, 
let me just say good luck, keep having fun with physics, and come back and visit us 
for Physics Fest. 
 
 
 


